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Accessible Places in Exeter
Note: unless explicitly mentioned, there are no accessible bathrooms at these venues. Most venues in town have no bathrooms at all and disabled people often rely on the accessible bathrooms at John Lewis and Marks and Spencer.

I. Cafés

· Bird and Blend
· Versatile tea store with an accessible area and an accessible route, wide range of drinks and vegan milk options. Staff are happy to accommodate when possible.
· [image: ][image: ][image: ]Small with no seating, so an accessible Bird and Blend trip may look like purchasing drinks in store and meeting in an accessible area outside (e.g., Cathedral Green when the weather is appropriate). Staff must be warned if there is a high turnout due to the small size of the venue.

(from NDSS Committee Training presentation)
· Sacred Grounds
· Inside as well as weather-protected outside seating, with enough space and almost exclusively vegan options. Quiet space.
· Sacred Grounds is down Fore Street, which is widely considered to be inaccessible because of its steepness.
· Coffee First	
· Accessible route and location, with an accessible bathroom.
· Must ask a staff member for a key to the accessible bathroom.
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· [bookmark: _Int_xBmWtW73]Between Bread
· Accessible route, entrance and inside seating. Wide range of different sandwiches, as well as vegan and gluten-free options.
· The café is specifically for sandwiches, which limits menu variety, and while there are gluten-free options suitable for certain gluten intolerances and other dietary restrictions, the kitchen cannot ensure no cross-contamination.
· [bookmark: _Int_IOkAV0nw]Chococo
· Entrance and downstairs seating are accessible. There are vegan milk and pastry options. Quiet space.
· Accessible seating is limited and will need to be booked to ensure space. Upstairs area is inaccessible. The café is on Gandy Street which is a bit cobbled and may therefore be difficult for some wheelchairs. Drinks menu is relatively limited as the focus of the café is hot chocolate.
· Arrietty
· Accessible entrance and certain accessible seats inside. There is one large accessible table that is ideal, you may be able to call the venue and book it. There is a relatively large bathroom with an accessible toilet. There are gluten-free options that are safe from cross-contamination. This is a quiet space.
· Not all the seating is accessible and there is relatively limited seating overall, so it will be important to try and book ahead.

[image: ](https://fooddrinkdevon.co.uk/introducing-arrietty-a-brand-new-coffee-shop-retail-space-from-the-family-behind-harrys-restaurant/)

· Tealith
· Entrance and inside seating are accessible. The route to the venue is also very accessible and level ground, with disabled parking spaces close by. Vegan milk options available.
· [image: ][image: ]In virtue of being a bubble tea store, the menu is very limited. There is also very limited seating.

· Caffè Nero, 240 High Street
· Wide accessible entrance and accessible indoor seating. Standard variety of drinks and alternative milk options that are provided in coffee shop chains.
· Menu is a bit more expensive than in other cafés. Make sure you are going to the right Caffè Nero as the others are not accessible!

· Hotel Chocolat
· Entrance, route and inside of the store are accessible. Vegan milk options.
· [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Drinks menu is relatively limited as the focus of the café is hot chocolate. The price of drinks is also quite expensive compared to other coffee shop chains. 

· Exploding Bakery
· Entrance and route to the cafe is accessible. There is accessible seating outside for when the weather is warm, and staff can be warned that a large group will arrive in advance. Variety of drink and food options.
· The inside is quite small and cramped, so there is not much turning space.
· Grow Coffee House
· Accessible entrance and seating both inside and outside, staff can be warned that a large group will arrive in advance. Wide variety of meals and drinks including alternative vegan and gluten free options.
· The path to Grow Coffee House is a bit far from town, though manageable. The venue is currently closed due to liquidation and may or may not reopen.

II. Restaurants and bars

· The Stand Off
· Accessible entrance and indoor seating. Staff are happy to communicate in advance of events on accessibility requirements, including free booking of space (on the condition that each attendee will on average spend a certain amount), which allows for noise control.
· Without a booking, the space is loud and may feel chaotic to many disabled students. The amount of people the bar receives in general will make mobility difficult.
· The Côte
· Accessible entrance and some interior seating inside. Area can get busy but remains relatively quiet. Staff are friendly and accommodate for needs where possible.
· The restaurant will not allow for many attendees unless this is communicated and arranged with the venue. Booking of a table is important as accessible tables are limited and will need to be requested.
· Toby’s Carvery
· Accessible entrance and indoor seating with a fully accessible bathroom and disabled parking spaces. Wide range of non-vegan and vegan options available.
· Difficult to get to without a vehicle, and food options are traditional roast items.

III. Activities

· Clifton Road Games
· Wide range of free board games to try out, completely wheelchair accessible and quiet venue with large indoor bathrooms with accessible toilets (for both left and right transfer).
· [image: ][image: ]Venue is a bit far from the city centre which may be tiring to get to. The flooring is carpeted, though not in a way that would be problematic for most wheelchairs.
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· Exeter Cathedral and Cathedral Green
· Accessible route, entrance and interior to the Cathedral. Cathedral Green surrounding the Cathedral has accessible areas to meet up.
· [image: ][image: ]The grass around the Cathedral is inaccessible to most wheelchairs, so accessible events need to be held near the benches surrounding the area.

· Imperial Games
· Accessible route, entrance and interior to the games store with accessible café next door. Staff are happy to collaborate with societies to create events. 
· May get a bit loud depending on what activities are being run but is often quiet.
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· Haldon Forest Park
· Several accessible forest trails with the possibility of renting an off-road mobility vehicle from £2.5. There is also an accessible cafe with Haldon Forest Park, The Ridge Coffee Shop.
· Just outside of Exeter so requires travelling. Trails may not be accessible for many people due to lack of easy bathroom access, fatigue, and more.
· Exeter Library
· Wide range of books and other media as well as bookable group rooms, with accessible cafe inside. Accessible bathroom and disabled parking spaces.
· Most of the Library requires noise control so it is ideal for specific events such as group study sessions, silent events, or quiet arts and crafts.

IV. On-campus event spaces

· Forum seminar rooms
· All forum seminar rooms are accessible. All are within reach of an accessible bathroom and disabled parking around the University. 
· Some may necessitate moving around tables to create space.
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· Peter chalk seminar rooms
· Peter chalk seminar rooms are all accessible, with nearby access to accessible bathrooms.
· The rooms are relatively limited and often occupied. Some may necessitate moving around tables to create space.
· The Greenhouse
· The Greenhouse is entirely accessible, with accessible bathrooms and disabled parking spaces within reach.
· The path to the Greenhouse through Devonshire House may be inaccessible for certain sensory and neurological disabilities.













What is an “Accessible event”
This has been cocreated with students to design a criteria for what is considered an accessible event. However, it is not meant as a claim that these are what makes an event entirely accessible but rather the minimum we would like to see as general best practice. 
Core accessible features of an event: 
· Venue is wheelchair accessible and have a accessible bathroom at the venue or within a reasonable distance. 
· There is a clear event description and readable by a screen reader. 
· Noise levels are considered and outlined. Where an event may have high noise levels ear defenders or ear plugs are available to have/borrow.
· Stim toys are available to borrow. 
· If involving food, basic allergen information is provided and adjusted as needed. 
· No flashing lights. Flash photography must be communicated prior to the event and kept to a restricted area if essential. 
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